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Green with Nevvie:
Crusaders finish unbeaten
in Little 5 
 
Neil Tarpey/The Times-Standard 
 
Posted: 05/15/2009 01:30:20 AM PDT
EUREKA -- The game's first batter,
McKinleyville's John Stull, singled to left.  
 
Stull's base knock, however, turned out to be
Mack's only hit, as St. Bernard's prevailed
9-0 on Thursday.  
 
”My guys played well again today,” said St.
Bernard's head coach Dale Del Grande, noting
that, including David Del Grande's two-hitter
against Ferndale on Wednesday, his pitchers had
allowed just three hits in the last 14 innings.  
 
The Crusaders' Josh Genevro picked up the W
against McKinleyville, tossing five strong innings,
and helped his own cause with a RBI-single to right
in the home half of the first.  
 
”Nevvie gave us great innings,” said Del Grande.
“He didn't want to come out, but that's
what you want from your starter.”  
 
Andrew Ayers pitched the final two innings, retiring
six in a row, three via strikeouts.  
 
”We had to get Andrew some innings before next
week,” said Del Grande.  
 
With the victory, St. Bernard's (12-0 in Little 5,
18-1 overall) finished undefeated in league, and will
learn on Sunday which team it will host next week in
the opening round of the North Coast Section

playoffs. 

On Thursday, seven different Crusaders scored
runs and seven different Crusaders knocked in runs. 

Senior designated hitter Lane Stapp's first-
inning double to left-center drove in the home
team's first run, and freshman brother Ryder
Stapp contributed a pair of RBI-singles. 

McKinleyville starter Jeff Hudson tossed four
innings, and lefty Kenton Johnson threw the final
two innings. 

The duo allowed only a combined seven hits, but
were hurt by the Panthers' defense which
committed five errors. 

On the other end of the defensive spectrum, St.
Bernard's shortstop Ayers made a sensational
play to end the third inning. 

With two outs and a Panther on first, Mack's
Josh Boyer smacked a hard grounder up the middle
that seemed like a sure single. Ayers dove onto the
edge of the outfield grass behind second base,
snagged the ball and, while lying down, flipped it
up to a stretching Del Grande for the force-out. 

St. Bernard's first baseman James Pastori made
a swooping scoop of a throw from third to get the
first out of that third inning. 

Mack's best defensive play occurred in the
home half of the third. 

With one out and a Crusader on first, second
baseman Colby Reynolds fielded a grounder, tagged
the runner headed for second and threw to first to
complete the double play. 

McKinleyville finished the regular season 7-5 in the
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Little 5, 10-13 overall, and like the other prep
teams, must wait until Sunday to find out its status
in the NCS playoffs.
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