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McKinleyville Panther senior Ashley Curry fights for position under the basket in a game earlier this season 
against Eureka. 

 
College scouts enjoy red hot Curry
by Jackie Christensen, 1/28/2006

 
College recruiters all over the country have only had a small sample of McKinleyville’s senior superstar Ashley Curry’s
basketball skills, but already they’re clamoring for more.

Curry, who was named the Big Five Most Valuable Player last season, spent the summer traveling the country playing
basketball, and midway through league play this year there are about 10 universities pounding at her front door — at
least that’s how many Panthers head coach Brad Warze remembers talking to.

“She has just been a blessing to the program,” Warze said about Curry. “Not only is she a fine basketball player, she’s
also a tremendous person in the sense that she’s a team player, an outstanding student, and someone who is important
to the program because of the example she sets for the younger players.”

In the spring of last year, Curry participated in a showcase for traveling teams in Sacramento and got picked up by a
team based there.

She traveled to Sacramento twice a week to practice with the team, and over the summer months she competed in such
places as Virginia, Portland, Arizona, Berkeley, San Diego, Chicago and Memphis playing against many of the top-notch
players in the country.

Shortly following her travels, college scouts, highly impressed by what they saw, started dialing the Curry hotline as UC
Davis, Arizona State, Brown University, Fordham University, University of Santa Clara, University of San Francisco,
Humboldt State, Cal Baptist, Point Loma and Concordia have all expressed interest.

“I’m actually a little bit surprised there aren’t more,” Warze said. “We sent out a number of informational packets on her,
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but I guess as they say, we’re living behind the redwood curtain. That’s one of the reasons we travel as much as we do.”

Midway through December the Panthers traveled to Phoenix, Az., to compete in the Nike Tournament of champions,
and with about 100-150 major college scouts in attendance, Curry drew a lot of attention.

“She’s really an outstanding defender,” Warze said. “She plays great defense but the coaches and scouts, they all
spoke to the fact that they were really impressed with the way she handles the ball and runs the court.”

Last year the Lady Panthers finished the Big Five in first place with an overall record of 26-4, accompanied by an
undefeated league record of 8-0. 

This year the Panthers are currently 14-6 overall, 4-0 in league, and Curry, along with senior teammates Courtney
Cuffee and Alex Iorg, have been leading the way.

“We’re secretly trying to find a loophole that will allow those girls to stay and play for a fifth year,” Warze said. “But it’s
not looking like it’s going to happen.”
 


